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Abstract

By rendering a great many computer resources pooled and having them operate as if one

with virtualization technology and distributed computing technology, the emerging cloud
computing technology makes scalable and elastic supply of software, the underlying
platform and the hardware infrastructure possible depending on the size of a user’s needs.

In a legal analysis on cloud computing, the characteristic that, as unavoidable result of
resource pooling management for higher network efficiency, the location of specific
information becomes ambiguous and users can’t control such information is more important
than the other characteristic that the above higher network efficiency in using computer
resources shall be achieved by the new way cooperation through Internet network.

In anticipating the intellectual property issues in cloud computing, there will be a greater
impact on the copyright law than patent law or unfair competition law while patentable
subject matter issue as an another type of computer program-related inventions may arise
and the protection of trade secrets under cloud computing will become easier in many
aspects. Furthermore, the core of its impact is to accelerate the existing tendency that the
position of using a copyrighted work, in other words, the standing which sometimes can
be held liable for copyright infringement have split away from the premise that the user
should hold a physical copy of the copyrighted work. Due to the above core impact, it will
be under cloud computing environment In the future that the copyright exhaustion doctrine
will be more difficult to be applied and the need for classifying a linking by itself as
another use of a copyrighted work such as transmission arguably will increase even though

such classification is contrary to the current case law.

Keywords: Cloud Computing, Software Streaming, Computer Program Inventions, Copyrights
Material, Physical Copy of the Copyrighted Work, Copyright Exhaustion Doctrine,
Linking




